
I N T E R N I  B I LT E N  N A M E N J E N  

S A R A D N I C I M A  U D R U Ž E N J A

No 

Newsletter
J u l y  2 0 2 0 .

1. Meeting of the Serbian Biogas   

 Association

2.  New member of the Serbian Biogas  

 Association

3. PR activities of the Serbian Biogas   

 Association

4. Biogas infographics

5. Letter from PC    

  “Elektroprivreda Srbije”

6. Cooperation with Chamber of   

 Commerce Vojvodina

7. WeBSEFF program meeting

8. Legal opinions

9. Estimation of losses within the sector

10. First public call for IPARD incentives   

 under Measure 7 announced

THEMES:
Environmental
protection

Rural development 

Electricity, heat, 
biomethane, fertilizer

BENEFITS OF BIOGAS



1. MEETING OF THE SERBIAN 
 BIOGAS ASSOCIATION

In accordance with the Serbian Biogas Association 
Statute, the President of the Board of the Association 
Mr. Danko Vuković convened an extraordinary 
meeting of the Serbian Biogas Association on June 
12, 2020 starting at 11:00 which, given the circum-
stances, and in line with the official recommendations, 
was held online.

At the meeting, upon recommendation of the Presi-
dent of the Serbian Biogas Association, Mr. Danko 
Vuković, three of the most current topics were 
discussed:

1. The impact of the state of emergency on the  
    sector
2. New regulations
3. The project with the German Biogas Association 
    - Fachverband Biogas e.V.

ITEM 1: The impact of the state of emergency on 
the sector and defining further steps to protect the 
interests of the members and the sector

The opinion of the Association is that the procedure 
by „Elektroprivreda Srbije“ (EPS - Electric Power 
Industry of Serbia) public company regarding the 
contracts sent to the operators of biogas plants 
during the state of emergency in the Republic of 
Serbia is completely illegal, and that there was no 
basis for declaring a state of emergency because a 
letter from EPS was received, as well as a statement 
from the Ministry of Energy that the situation in the 
energy sector is stable and that the sector is func-
tioning normally.

The President of the Association reminded that only 
after the intervention of the Serbian Biogas Associa-
tion (most notably, the letter to the Ministry of Energy 
and the Serbian Chamber of Commerce) was an offer 
of 3.3 RSD received, which most of our members 
accepted, and signed a contract under pressure and 
blackmail, i.e. the threat of disconnection from the 
grid. This information (about the manner in which the 
members were blackmailed) is essential for further 
legal proceedings that would eventually be initiated.

The position of the Association is that we should act 
together (here we mean the members of the Associa-
tion who are damaged by the contract) and that the 
following steps should be taken:

The first step that the Serbian Biogas Association 
should take is to send a letter to EPS and, on behalf of 
the members damaged by the contracts, request that 

the procedure of extending all active contracts for the 
period of implementation of the state of emergency be 
initiated.

The second step is to gather legal opinions. The mem-
bers, present at the meeting, agreed that the Serbian 
Biogas Association should be engaged in collecting 
legal opinions, because this is the purpose of the Asso-
ciation.

Since many members have already hired legal repre-
sentatives for legal opinions, the decision is to gather 
all the legal opinions that our members received 
formally or informally with the coordinator of the 
Association, Lidija Carević, in order for them to be 
analyzed, then ask for several more legal opinions 
from renowned law firms. This would help all those who 
will consider or decide to go ahead with the lawsuits, 
so we will subsequently conclude whether we can go 
to a consolidated lawsuit on behalf of the entire 
sector. Although the acceptance of the temporary 
purchase agreement during the state of emergency 
significantly weakens our positions, the circumstances 
under which the contract was sent and the manner in 
which the operators were forced to agree should 
certainly not be neglected.
The legal opinion is that we, as an Association, cannot 
act in a dispute, but each member must take legal 
action against EPS individually or file a joint lawsuit.

At the meeting, we also received information that EPS 
did not limit the payment to the wind generator sector 
during the state of emergency, and although in the 
initial letter the suspension of the contract was 
justified by the fact that EPS must preserve its finan-
cial stability during the state of emergency, they 
suspended all sustainable energies except wind.

CONCLUSION:
The association will collect all the legal opinions of our 
members, and then request offers from several 
reputable law firms, in order to obtain a legal analysis 
and opinion. However, if we are going to take legal 
action, the conclusion is that we need have a much 
better cooperation than before, to exchange knowl-
edge and improve the common chances of winning 
the dispute.

ITEM 2:  New Regulation/Decree

As far as the new regulation are concerned, there is 
still no concrete information, although before the New 
Year we believed that it would only be extended as it 

is until the autumn of this year (when a new regula-
tory document was planned to include auction 
models), but we have no information as to why it 
was not extended (although we have to take into 
consideration the general election and the 
pandemic). The opinion of the Association is that 
work on the Decree will not start before the autumn.

The Association believes that the minimum require-
ment should be for FIT to remain as it is, but in 
connection with the Regulations we have several 
other important elements, primarily the extension of 
the contract from 12 to 20 years (which is certain to 
happen), as well as incentives for manure-using 
power plants, where again the focus shifts to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Ecology. 
Therefore, as soon as the new Government is 
formed, we as an Association, should embark on a 
strong initiative - negotiations on amending the 
Regulations, based on the IFC study that was done. 
This is important both for members who have 
power plants as well as for those who have failed to 
obtain the temporary status. When we find out who 
will be the new Minister of Energy and the new 
Minister of Agriculture, we will take the initiative to 
change the new regulations, then we will take a 
stand as the Association.

iTEM 3: The project with the German Biogas 
Association - Fachverband Biogas e.V.

The Serbian Biogas Association presented the plan 
of cooperation with Fachverband Biogas e.V. for 

the coming period and pointed out that in addition to 
all current activities, at this time we should focus as 
much as possible on PR. The priority is to spread 
information regarding the importance of biogas 
(primarily environmental), as well as its numerous 
benefits. Contract with Fachverband Biogas e.V. has 
been extended until 31.09.2020. and the support we 
have from Germany, from our partners, is extremely 
important to us.

Given that there is great public animosity towards 
certain sources of RES (where even biogas in the past 
was covered by texts with a negative connotation), 
we must stand out from other RES and direct public 
opinion to the fact that biogas does not have a 
negative, but a positive impact on the environment.

In addition to all the above, we concluded that it was 
very helpful to locate losses in the sector and to seek 
accurate information in further communication with 
relevant institutions (taking into account some indus-
tries - hospitality, tourism, etc. that sought further 
assistance from the state with regards to such 
information).
It is important for us to cooperate with public institu-
tions/decision makers in Serbia, which we also try to 
get to know as much as possible about biogas and 
include as much as possible in our activities.

CONCLUSION:
In the coming period, the focus should be on PR, but 
PR in terms of the importance of biogas on ecology, 
i.e. environmental protection.



In accordance with the Serbian Biogas Association 
Statute, the President of the Board of the Association 
Mr. Danko Vuković convened an extraordinary 
meeting of the Serbian Biogas Association on June 
12, 2020 starting at 11:00 which, given the circum-
stances, and in line with the official recommendations, 
was held online.

At the meeting, upon recommendation of the Presi-
dent of the Serbian Biogas Association, Mr. Danko 
Vuković, three of the most current topics were 
discussed:

1. The impact of the state of emergency on the  
    sector
2. New regulations
3. The project with the German Biogas Association 
    - Fachverband Biogas e.V.

ITEM 1: The impact of the state of emergency on 
the sector and defining further steps to protect the 
interests of the members and the sector

The opinion of the Association is that the procedure 
by „Elektroprivreda Srbije“ (EPS - Electric Power 
Industry of Serbia) public company regarding the 
contracts sent to the operators of biogas plants 
during the state of emergency in the Republic of 
Serbia is completely illegal, and that there was no 
basis for declaring a state of emergency because a 
letter from EPS was received, as well as a statement 
from the Ministry of Energy that the situation in the 
energy sector is stable and that the sector is func-
tioning normally.

The President of the Association reminded that only 
after the intervention of the Serbian Biogas Associa-
tion (most notably, the letter to the Ministry of Energy 
and the Serbian Chamber of Commerce) was an offer 
of 3.3 RSD received, which most of our members 
accepted, and signed a contract under pressure and 
blackmail, i.e. the threat of disconnection from the 
grid. This information (about the manner in which the 
members were blackmailed) is essential for further 
legal proceedings that would eventually be initiated.

The position of the Association is that we should act 
together (here we mean the members of the Associa-
tion who are damaged by the contract) and that the 
following steps should be taken:

The first step that the Serbian Biogas Association 
should take is to send a letter to EPS and, on behalf of 
the members damaged by the contracts, request that 

the procedure of extending all active contracts for the 
period of implementation of the state of emergency be 
initiated.

The second step is to gather legal opinions. The mem-
bers, present at the meeting, agreed that the Serbian 
Biogas Association should be engaged in collecting 
legal opinions, because this is the purpose of the Asso-
ciation.

Since many members have already hired legal repre-
sentatives for legal opinions, the decision is to gather 
all the legal opinions that our members received 
formally or informally with the coordinator of the 
Association, Lidija Carević, in order for them to be 
analyzed, then ask for several more legal opinions 
from renowned law firms. This would help all those who 
will consider or decide to go ahead with the lawsuits, 
so we will subsequently conclude whether we can go 
to a consolidated lawsuit on behalf of the entire 
sector. Although the acceptance of the temporary 
purchase agreement during the state of emergency 
significantly weakens our positions, the circumstances 
under which the contract was sent and the manner in 
which the operators were forced to agree should 
certainly not be neglected.
The legal opinion is that we, as an Association, cannot 
act in a dispute, but each member must take legal 
action against EPS individually or file a joint lawsuit.

At the meeting, we also received information that EPS 
did not limit the payment to the wind generator sector 
during the state of emergency, and although in the 
initial letter the suspension of the contract was 
justified by the fact that EPS must preserve its finan-
cial stability during the state of emergency, they 
suspended all sustainable energies except wind.

CONCLUSION:
The association will collect all the legal opinions of our 
members, and then request offers from several 
reputable law firms, in order to obtain a legal analysis 
and opinion. However, if we are going to take legal 
action, the conclusion is that we need have a much 
better cooperation than before, to exchange knowl-
edge and improve the common chances of winning 
the dispute.

ITEM 2:  New Regulation/Decree

As far as the new regulation are concerned, there is 
still no concrete information, although before the New 
Year we believed that it would only be extended as it 

is until the autumn of this year (when a new regula-
tory document was planned to include auction 
models), but we have no information as to why it 
was not extended (although we have to take into 
consideration the general election and the 
pandemic). The opinion of the Association is that 
work on the Decree will not start before the autumn.

The Association believes that the minimum require-
ment should be for FIT to remain as it is, but in 
connection with the Regulations we have several 
other important elements, primarily the extension of 
the contract from 12 to 20 years (which is certain to 
happen), as well as incentives for manure-using 
power plants, where again the focus shifts to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Ecology. 
Therefore, as soon as the new Government is 
formed, we as an Association, should embark on a 
strong initiative - negotiations on amending the 
Regulations, based on the IFC study that was done. 
This is important both for members who have 
power plants as well as for those who have failed to 
obtain the temporary status. When we find out who 
will be the new Minister of Energy and the new 
Minister of Agriculture, we will take the initiative to 
change the new regulations, then we will take a 
stand as the Association.

iTEM 3: The project with the German Biogas 
Association - Fachverband Biogas e.V.

The Serbian Biogas Association presented the plan 
of cooperation with Fachverband Biogas e.V. for 

the coming period and pointed out that in addition to 
all current activities, at this time we should focus as 
much as possible on PR. The priority is to spread 
information regarding the importance of biogas 
(primarily environmental), as well as its numerous 
benefits. Contract with Fachverband Biogas e.V. has 
been extended until 31.09.2020. and the support we 
have from Germany, from our partners, is extremely 
important to us.

Given that there is great public animosity towards 
certain sources of RES (where even biogas in the past 
was covered by texts with a negative connotation), 
we must stand out from other RES and direct public 
opinion to the fact that biogas does not have a 
negative, but a positive impact on the environment.

In addition to all the above, we concluded that it was 
very helpful to locate losses in the sector and to seek 
accurate information in further communication with 
relevant institutions (taking into account some indus-
tries - hospitality, tourism, etc. that sought further 
assistance from the state with regards to such 
information).
It is important for us to cooperate with public institu-
tions/decision makers in Serbia, which we also try to 
get to know as much as possible about biogas and 
include as much as possible in our activities.

CONCLUSION:
In the coming period, the focus should be on PR, but 
PR in terms of the importance of biogas on ecology, 
i.e. environmental protection.

We are proud to emphasize that the Serbian 
Biogas Association is getting stronger every 
month, and that the membership is expanding. 
During the last month, a new member joined 
us - Westgate Capital doo.

Westgate Capital doo is a company that 
deals with consulting and investments in the 
field of renewable energy sources, primarily in 
the field of solar energy and energy from 
biogas. The company was founded in 2020 
and consists of a team of professional and 
dedicated people with many years of experi-
ence in renewable energy sources. The com-

2.  NEW MEMBER OF THE SERBIAN BIOGAS ASSOCIATION

pany's mission is to introduce new technologies 
and knowledge in the field of renewable energy 
sources on the Serbian market.

We wish our new member a warm welcome to the 
Serbian Biogas Association.



3. PR ACTIVITIES OF THE SERBIAN 
 BIOGAS ASSOCIATION

With the support of our partners from the 
German Biogas Association - Fachverband 
Biogas e.V. we began a PR campaign. Already 
in the first week, we had two guest 
appearances on television, and by the end of 
the campaign, 15-20 announcements in print, 
on portals, as well as guest appearances on 
television were agreed upon.

The PR strategy for this year is to emphasize the 
ecological significance of biogas and to separate 
biogas from all other RES given that it has the most 
positive impact on the environment.



4. BIOGAS INFOGRAPHICS

In order to bring the concept of 
biogas as close as possible to a wider 
circle of people and present what we 
do, we created infographics with the 
help of the German Biogas Associa-
tion - Fachverband Biogas e.V.
We will use infographics or visual 
representations in all our presenta-
tions, but also in digital promotion, in 
order to acquaint the public and a 
wider audience in an interesting and 
understandable way with the method 
of obtaining biogas, using biogas, 
ways that biogas power plants 
operate, biogas benefits and the 
current situation within the biogas 
sector in Serbia. As it is well estab-
lished that most people react much 
better to visual content and more 
easily adopt information in that way, 
infographics will be an important tool 
in our efforts to bring and explain 
biogas to as many people as possible, 
and above all to potential investors.



5. LETTER FROM PC “ELEKTROPRIVREDA SRBIJE”

In line with the decision reached at the meeting 
of the Serbian Biogas Association, and on 
behalf of all our members who were damaged 
by the contract during the state of emergency, 
we sent a letter to EPS in which we referred to 
Article 28 of the electricity purchase agreement, 
stating that upon termination of force majeure, 
the contract between the contracting parties 
continues, and that the period of validity of the 
contract is extended for the period of force 
majeure.

Accordingly, we sent a request to initiate the proce-
dure of extension of all active contracts for the 
purchase of electricity, concluded between PC "Elek-
troprivreda Srbije" and the producers of electricity 
from biogas, for the period of emergency, as specified 
in the contract.



6. COOPERATION WITH CHAMBER 
 OF COMMERCE VOJVODINA

One of the most significant events in the past 
month was the meeting with the Chamber of 
Commerce  Vojvodina and the signing of the 
Agreement on Joint Cooperation and Support.

At the meeting, which was held in the premises 
of CC Vojvodina in Novi Sad, and in the pres-
ence of representatives of the Serbian Biogas 
Association, models of cooperation, support 
and, above all, strengthening the biogas 
sector in Serbia were discussed. We com-
menced with the plans, the realization of which 

we will start in the autumn, and we can count on CC 
Vojvodina as a stable, reliable partner and support in 
the work of the Serbian Biogas Association in the 
future.

At the premises of the Serbian Biogas Associ-
ation in PC Ušće, we held a meeting with the 
team of E3 International.

The topic of the meeting was the WeBSEFF 
program. More detailed information about the 
program can be found on the program web-
page www.webseff.com

What is potentially interesting to our members 
is that there are approx. EUR 10 million 
remaining for the financing of energy efficiency 
and renewable energy projects in Serbia. The 
partner bank in the project is Intesa Bank, 
given that the program includes three compo-
nents - credit (through a local bank) + free 
technical support + grant / grant of up to 10% 
for private companies and up to 15% for the 
public sector. The procedures themselves are 
quite simple and on average do not last longer 
than a month.
 
In addition to this program implemented by 
the EBRD, E3 International is also working on a 
project to improve energy efficiency and the 
use of renewable energy sources in heating 
plants in Serbia.
 
What might also be of interest to us is the 
SSFF initiative that deals with putting unused 
agricultural land into operation for raising 
fast-growing energy crops and using renew-
able energy sources.

7. WEBSEFF PROGRAM MEETING

If you are interested in more information about the 
program, please contact us by e-mail: 
lidija.carevic@biogas.org.rs so that we can provide you with 
additional documentation.



8. LEGAL OPINIONS

We would like to once again ask all our mem-
bers, who during the state of emergency in RS 
sought legal opinions regarding the Agree-
ment submitted by EPS, to email us at:
 lidija.carevic@biogas.org.rs (in formal or 
informal form), and submit the opinions they 
received, so that we could compare them and 
make a plan for further action. 

The association has already received the opinion of a 
renowned law office, which deals with disputes in the 
renewable energy sector, and they are aware of the 
problem.

Once we have gathered all your opinions, we will make 
a joint plan of further action.

At the meeting of the Serbian Biogas Associa-
tion, we agreed that it is necessary to collect 
information regarding the losses within the 
sector, which occurred as a result of the state 
of emergency. Therefore, we will need data 
from all plants that are members of the 
Serbian Biogas Association.

Accordingly, we have sent you surveys with 
data from your facilities. We thank everyone 
who submitted the completed surveys to us 
and I ask all those who did not do so to send 
them to the address: 
lidija.carevic@biogas.org.rs

Let me just emphasize that if you wish to 
submit the survey anonymously (without filling 
in the header with data and company name) 
you can do so, and I want to point out that all 
the data we receive from you, as before, will 
be kept strictly secret and it is needed exclu-
sively for the internal use of the Serbian 
Biogas Association.

The data we will use is the total figure, i.e. the 
loss at the level of the entire sector.

9. ESTIMATION OF LOSSES WITHIN THE SECTOR



10. FIRST PUBLIC CALL FOR IPARD INCENTIVES 
 UNDER MEASURE 7 ANNOUNCED

The first public call for applications for approv-
al of the project for IPARD incentives for the 
diversification of agricultural holdings and 
business development was published on the 
website of the Directorate for Agrarian 
Payments. The deadline for submitting 
requests is from July 1 to October 1, 2020.

The subject of this Public Invitation are invest-
ments and eligible costs in rural tourism given 
in the List of Eligible Investments and Expens-
es for the First Public Invitation for Measure 7, 
which was published with this Public Invitation.

IPARD incentives are determined as a 
percentage of up to 65% of the value of 
eligible investment costs, less the amount of 
value added tax. The beneficiary of IPARD 
incentives can exercise the right to IPARD 
incentives in the amount of at least 5,000 
euros, and at most 300,000 euros upon 
request, regardless of the total value of the 
investment.

The applicant under this Public Call may submit only 
one application for project approval, which may 
include one or more investments from the List of 
Eligible Investments and Costs for the First Public Call 
for Measure 7.

The first public call for applications for approval of the 
project for IPARD incentives for farm diversification 
and business development is available on the official 
website of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management http://www.minpolj.gov.rs/ and 
on the official website of the Directorate for agrarian 
payments on the link http:
//uap.gov.rs/javni-pozivi-ipard/.

Information regarding the announced Public Invitation 
is available by calling the Info-center of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management: 011 / 
260-79-60 or 011 / 260-79-61, as well as the contact 
center of the Directorate for Agrarian Payments: 011 
/ 30-20 -100 or 011 / 30-20-101, every working day 
between 7:30 and 15:30.


